                                                 Secretary’s Report 2018-19
In this report I present overview of yearly activities. The details are as follows:
Tournaments

Following tournaments were held under the auspices of Bridge Association (U.P.):
1. 48th UP State Championship at Varanasi 2018
2. Sir Padmapat Singhania Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2019
3. 33rd  Seth Sriniwas Lohia Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2019
Inter State Bridge Championship 2019 at Varanasi

Its been an honour for our state to be host of Inter State Bridge Championship 2019 at Benares Club, Varanasi from September 4-8, 2019. Its been possible due to sustained efforts of Kr Vijayanand Singh ,our President. We would also like to thank Benares club for its support. 
Junior Bridge

There are a few junior players in the Johri village, Baghpat district. They are honing their skills under tutelage of Sri Dheeraj Kumar & Master Yashpal Singh. Two junior players, Vipin Kumar & Monu Kumar,  participated in Junior & Sub Junior Nationals at Nashik in May 2019 and gave encouraging results. This pair also won a special prize at Delhi Gymkhana 2019 tournament.
Bridge at Johri Village, Baghpat district
I am pleased to announce that Johri bridge players are showing continuous improvement in their bridge skills and  are giving encouraging performances. To encourage them Sri KK Modi had sponsored an all expenses paid trip to Goa Bridge Festival 2018. This year also they are heading to Goa for first two days of the three day tournament.
State Championship Trophies

a. The flagship Duplicate event is sponsored by Sri Ajay Garg who has come forward to institute the duplicate trophy in the name of his father Late Sri Rajendra Kumar Gargya with sponsorship amount of Rs 50000 per year for five years. 2019 is the final year of the sponsorship.
Current holders: The 2018 winners are Rohit Wrappers, Moradabad (Ajay Vaish, Deepak Kothiwal, Kr Vijayanand Singh, Pradeep Anand Singh)

b. The trophy  instituted by Sri Arvind Prasad in memory of his father Late Sri Madhava Prasad since last year has been given to Silver Duplicate winners with a sponsorship amount of Rs 10000 per year. 
Current holders: The 2018 winners are Singrauli Bridge Association (Asoke Dey, C Goswami, SK Bagchi, PP Agarwalla, Dr Sumit De, J Chatterjee)

c. Sri JK Lohia has come forward to institute the trophy in his name on a lifetime basis to be given to best UP pair with an initial sponsorship amount of Rs 25000 per year. This trophy would remain till the time UP State Championship exists.
Current holders: The 2018 winners are Bal Agarwal & Anisul Haq (Prayagraj)
d. VK Chaube Trophy  instituted by Chaube family goes to highest masterpoint grosser in a calendar year.  The sponsorship amount has been increased to Rs 15000/- from 2019 onwards from Rs 10000/-.  The winner gets the trophy and Rs 7000/-. The runners up and third position holders get Rs 5000/- and Rs 3000/-. 
       Current holder: The 2018 winner is AK Sinha (Lucknow). The second place went to Shantanu Rastogi  

      (Lucknow) & the third place to TP Khare (Lucknow). 
Playing Achievements
a. International/Bridge Federation of India (BFI) events/ All India Events

  Participated: AK Sinha in the 2018 Asian Games at Jakarta 2018.

 Trophy Winners: 1. AK Sinha won Willingdon Sports Club Swiss Pairs at Mumbai 2019
                              2. AK Sinha won Madhava Prasad Memorial at Corbett Park, Garjia 2019
 Runners Up/SF: 1. Shantanu Rastogi, Vipin Rai, Wg Cdr GK Johri, Sri Anand Srivastava & Sri Anup 

                                Kumar finished runners up in Silver at Jabalpur 2018. 
                            2. AK Sinha & SQ Wajahat finished 3rd in Duplicate event at Kanpur in Lohia 2019

                            3. S Behura finished 3rd in Pairs at Chandigarh in Steel Strips Open 2019
                            4. Vipin Kumar & Monu Kumar won 3rd prize in Under 26 teams at Junior & Sub Junior Nationals 
                                in Nashik 2019. They also won Consolation IMP Pairs.

                            5. Girish Kumar finished runners up in Swiss Pairs at Pune in Summer Nationals 2019  

                            6. S Behura finished 3rd in Duplicate event at Solan in Himachal Open 2019
Others            : 1. Shantanu Rastogi, AK Sinha, BN Rastogi, Alok Sinha & S Behura qualified for Round of 16 at 
                           Delhi in HCL International 2018.
                        2. Alok Sinha & S Behura qualified for Pairs finals at Delhi in HCL International 2018

                        3. AK Sinha won a prize in IMP pairs Strata II at Delhi in HCL International 2018 

                        4. AK Sinha won a prize in pairs at Delhi in Masters 2018

                         5. Kr Vijayanand Singh, CP Agarwal, Pradeep Singh, Pullak Garga qualified for Round of 16 in 
                             Kalani Trophy at Indore in Holkar Memorial 2019

                        6. AK Sinha & BN Rastogi won a prize in JS Anand Pairs at Indore in Holkar Memorial 2019

                          7. RA Siddiqui & Rohit Mishra, CP Agarwal, Pullak Garga won 5th prize in Silver at Kanpur in Lohia 
                           2019

                         8.  RA Siddiqui & Rohit Mishra won 5th prize & AK Sinha 10th prize in Pairs event at Kanpur in Lohia 
                           2019

                       9. AK Sinha won a prize in Singhania pairs 2019 at Kanpur  
                       10. AK Sinha won a prize in pairs event and Vipin Kumar & Monu Kumar a special prize in 
                             consolation pairs at Delhi in Delhi Gymkhana 2019

                    11. IK Agarwal, Sushil Agarwal, Pradeep Singh qualified for round of 16 at Delhi in Bhartia 2019

b. State Level Events

Runners Up/SF       : 1. Pravin Agarwal, SA Abbasi, TP Khare finished 2nd in the Inter Club event at Bhopal 2019
Finances

The association’s finances are adequate. In 2018 we made a new FD of Rs 100000/- taking total savings in form of FDs to close to approximately Rs 500000/-. The increase in sponsorship amount from Trophies enables us to carry out various activities. Despite not holding selection trials for Inter State Championship we have committed close to Rs 40000/-  towards entry fee and expenses of the team & pairs representing UP in Inter State Championships.
Before I end I would like to  thank Kr Vijayanand Singh , our President, for his support & guidance. I also am grateful for the cooperation I receive from UP players to smoothly run the affairs of association.
Shantanu Rastogi 
Hony Secretary
